A Fairy Gale Unic

For 2Md Grade
By Laura Bech Jarrow
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Unit Rationale

| chose to use fairy tales as my unit theme because it is a fun topic most students
will be familiar with regardless of what culture they come from. All over the world,
children grow up hearing traditional and non-traditional fairy tales or folk tales. For this
unit, | chose to use four traditional western fairy tales, but introducing students to fairy
tales from other cultures would be a great way to expand on this unit! This theme also
works particularly well for second graders because they are already required to meet a
specific standard about recounting fables and folktales and determining the central
message or moral. Fairy tales are a great resource for developing literacy because they
introduce students to components of writing such as characters, setting,
problem/solution, and plot. In addition, they are great for character development, as
many fairy tales have positive messages or morals that are directly applicable to
students’ lives.

The nature of fairy tales also means they work really well for integrating other
subject areas! In this unit, | include short activities that meet standards for other
subjects such as Social Studies, Music, Science, Art, Movement/Health, and
Technology. However, any of these subjects could be expanded upon using a fairy tale
theme! For example, a great way to incorporate Social Studies would be to have the
students explore the cultures and geography of the places different fairy tales come
from or they could compare and contrast similar fairy tales from different cultures! The
possibilities are nearly endless! Fairy tales work great for thematic units because they

inform students’ writing and inspire their imaginations!
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Unitc Content

The students will Participate in
%oup discussions aboutwhat
t ey think Plants need to grow.

The students will create an
invitation to demonstrate
understandingofke details in
the story of Cinderélla using
who what, when, where, whg,
and how.

The students will usea
scrapbook page to describe
the characters, setti ng, and
Plot of “Cinderella”

The students will determine the
central mcssage/ mora| o1C “Thc
Three Little Pigs.“

The students will create a fli
book to explai n the the Plo‘c of
“Goldilocks and the Three
Bears” from beginnin g to
middle to end.
The students will write their
own gairy tale narrative and
recountwell-elaborated
sequences of events, include
etails, and Provide a sense of
closure.
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Class Librarg

The students will P!ant
beans and determine wha’c
theg need to gow.

The students will usea map

to %i‘ve Cinderelladirections
to the ba“.

The students will work in
small goups to create a
short songthat tells the
story of Cinderella.

The students will create and
share motivational Posters
that show the moral of the
story “The Three Little Pigs"

The students will
collaborate in small groups
to act out the stor9 of
Goldilocks andthe Three
Bears.

The students willdoa
voice-over readin goF their
story and Publish iton the
class !:)log to create a
"!ibrary" of the students’ 4
1Cair9 tales.
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Day 1+ - Reacb for the Sky!

ELAS icing/Ljstenin Standard: NGSS Standard:

SL.21 articiPate in collaborative conversations with diverse Partners about 2-1.52-1Plan and conduct an investi gation to determine if

gracie 2 toPics and texts witi'i peers and adults in sma” and largergroups. Piants need suniigiit and water to gow.

ELA Olged:ivc: Science Obiective:

The students will Participate in group discussions aboutwhat ti'ieg think The students will Plant beans and determine what ti'ieg need to grow.

Plants neeci to oW,

Resources: “Jack & the Bcansta”d’ by Steven Kc”ogg (rcad to students bg the teaci‘tcr)

Procedure: The teacher will read “Uack & the Beanstalk” to the class. The teacher will a5|<, “How
iong did it take Jack’s beanstalk to growin the story? How iong do you think it takes a real
beanstalk to grow?” Students will then Think-Pair-Share fororal lan age dcvclopmcnt to answer
the ques’cion, “What do you think a beanstalk needs to grow?” In smzﬁr roups of H-4 students, each
student will then be givena cup and three beans. The students will fill t%e cups with soil Provideci 139
the teacher and Piant their beans. Theywill then create castle on a doud sticks (rigiit) and Place
them in the soil so that theg touch the gottom of the cup. In each group, two of the students’ cups
should be watered ever ciag and Piace& in a locationthat receives Plen’c of suniight. One cup
should only be watcrc&ﬂcvcrg couplc of days. And one cup should be Pizced in a shaded location.
Each day, the students will mark on the stick how tall their beans have grown, measure them, and
record the data in theirscience journals. Afterthe seeds have sugicientlg grown, students will
discuss their observations in small groups and determine what the beans needed to grow the tallest.

Assessment: The ELA assessment (icormative) will be ti'irough teacher observation. Duringti‘ie
roup discussion time, the teacher will check off on a rosterwhich students are Participating. For

ﬁ’ie science standard, students will displag mastery bg drawi ng aPProPriate condlusions based off

of their measurement data. For a summative assessment, the students will write 2-3 sentences about

what Plants need to grow; student answers should include at least water and suniigiit.
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Day 2 -Jou're Invicted!

ELA Rcacling (Keg Ideas & Details) Standard: Social Studies Standard:

RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, wlﬂg, and 2.G Ideas: ConcePt of maPPing, cardinal directions

how to demonstrate understanclir\gmC keg details in a text.

ELA Olg’cctivc: Social Studies Obiective:

The students will create an invitation to demonstrate unclcrstandingmc keg The students will ise a map to give Cinderelladirections to the ball.

details in the story of Cinderella usingwho, what, when, where, why, and how.

Resources: “Cinderella” bg BarbaraMcClintock (readto the class bg the tcacher), Invitation gral:)h ic organizer, “How to
Get There” map worksheet

Procedure: The teacher will activate students’ Prior knowle&ge by asking students what theg think a Fairg tale is. The
students will Think-Pair-Shareto discuss this ques’cion. Next the teacher will exPIain that theg are going to read a very
famous Fairg tale called “Cinderella” and students should pay close attention to whatthe story is about. After reading
“Cinderella,” each student will be given an Invitation gral:)hic organizer.On this gral:)h ic organizer, students should fill out
the who, what, when, where, whg, and how of the story to demonstrate their comPrchcnsion. After students finish ﬁ”ing out
their Invitation, theg should complcte the “How to Get There” worksheet to give Cinderella directions to the ball. The
teacher may need to review how to read cardinal directions on a map.

Assessment: The teacher will assess the students based on the content of their Invitation gral:)h IC organizers (ELA) The
students should identify at least one aspec’c of the storg foreach coml:)onent to accuratclg describe the story o
“Cinderella” (l:ormativc%. For the “How to Get There” worksheet (8S), each direction written 59 the student should include
a spechcic Point onthe map and a cardinal direction.




Day 2 -Jou're Invited! : Worksbeets

When:

Where:

why;

f. How to Arrive:

How To Get There

Cinderella wants to go to the ball. Tell her how to get there by writing a list of
instructions using north, south, east, and west. One example is done for you.

Go one block east to point A.

Y]
education.com Copyright ©2010-2011 by Education.com

More worksheets at www.educ:

ation.com/worksheets




Day 3 - Cinderella Scrapbook

ELAReadin g (Knowledge & Ideas) Standard: Music Standard:

RL.2.7 Useinformation gained fromthe illustrations andwords in a Print or Crl2a lmProvise rhgtlﬁmic and melodic patterns and

di gtal text to demonstrate understandin gog its characters, setting, or Plot. musical ideas for a s[:)echcic purpose.

ELA Objective: Music Obijective:

The stugzlcﬁts will usea scrapbook page aphic organizer to describe the The studénts will work in small groups to create a short songt}‘:a’c tells the
characters, setti ng, and Plot of “Ci nc]gere%la.” story of Cinderella.

Resources: “My Cinderella Scrapbook” grzjfhic organizer, “Cinderella” as a student resource, “Interstellar Cinderella” bg
Deborah Underwood (read bg students in ePenclentlg or in small groups)) “Cinderella Musical” YouTube video

Procedure: The teacher will activate students’ Prior knowleclge bg having them read aloud their invitations from the Previous Aay
to each other in small roups. The teacher will then introduce the new vocabulary, characters, setting, & P/ot. Students will then
work in Pairs to identifi the characters, setting, and Plo’c of “Cinderella.” The teacher will have one or more coPies of
“Cinderella” on hand in case any students need help remembering the content of the story. After theg complete their raphic
organizer, each Pair of students wi”join another Pair of students and together theg will create a short song that tells the story
ofCindere”a. The teacher will showthe first Part of the “Cinderella Musical” YouTube video as an examPle. Each group will
Present their song to the class.

Extension Activitg: Students who finish quick|9 can use the extra time to read “Interstellar Cinderella” and comPare/contrast
the story with the original Fairgtale using a Venn Diagram. Students will need to use their Fluency to read this story
inclepenc]entlg or in small groups.

Assessment: The teacher will assess the students based on the content of their “My Cinderella Story” organizers (Formative)
and songs (summative). For mastery, the students’ raphic organizer should identi{f‘; at least 2 characters, 2 characteristics of
the setting, and at least 4-5 Points in the Plot. For tée song, the students should include Igrics that accuratelg describe the main
characters, the setting, and the Plot.




/ Day 3 - Cinderella Scrapbook : Worksbeet \




Day 4 - Gbe Gbree Lictle Pigs

ELAReadin g Stan dard: Art Standard:

RL.2.2 Recount stories, inclucﬂingfables andfolktales fromdiverse cultures, VA:Cnl0.1.2 Create works of art about events in home,

and determine their central Icsson, or moral. school, or community life.

ELA Objective: Art Obiective:

The stugzlcﬁts will determine the central message or moral of “The Three The stidents will create and share motivational Posters that show the
Little Pigs." moral of the story "The Three Little Pigs.”

Resources: “The Three Little Pigs” bg James Marshall (share&/ choral reacling) ] “Moral of the Storg Motivational Poster”
Procedure: The teacher will use shared reacling to engage the students inthe story of “The Three Little Pigs.” At
aPProPriatc times in the story, such as after the l:)igs cleng the wolf entrance to their homes, the teacher wﬁ ask students to
Preclict what happens next. The teacher will also have students choral read Ph rases that rel:)eat th rou%hout the storg, such
as “not bg the hairof my chinng chin chin” and “’ll huff and 1’|l Pumcxc and I’ll blow your house in.” Here the teacher can also
focus on Plﬁonics bg Pointing out and emPhasizin the rhgmingworcls. After reading the story, the teacher will discuss what
a moralis with the students. Then) the students will create a motivational Poster that visuall represents the moral of “The
Three Little Pigs.” Students will also write 1-2 sentences on the back of the Pos’cer to descr%:)e the moral of the storg.
Students will then share their artwork and view each other’s posters.

Extension Activity: Students will read “The True Story of the Three Little Pigs” bg Jon Scieszka and discuss howthe story
clﬂanges whentold froma different Iooint of view.

Assessment: The teacher will assess the students based on the content of their motivational poster. For mastery, students
should Correctlg ident@ and &el:)ic’c one of the morals of the storg and indlude an accompanging statement to describe it.




/ Day 4 - Gbe Gbree Litt[ePigs : Worksbeet \

Moral OI {he Storg Mohvahon
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Day 5 - Ligbts! Cameral Action!

ELA Readin g (Craft & Structure) Standard: Movement/Health Standard:

RL.2.5 Describethe overall structure of a storuy, includingdescribing]']ow 22 (a) The student aPPIies movement concepts to a

the begirming introduces the story and the enging concludes the action. variet9 of basic skills.

ELA Objective: Movement/Health Obiective:

The stugzlcﬁts will create a HIP book to explain the Plo’c of “Goldilocks and The students will collaborate in small groups to act out the story of
the Three Bears” from beginningto middle to end. Goldilocks andthe Three Bears.

Resources: “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” bg James Marshall (Read aloud bg the teacher) , Story Structure F‘li]:) Book

Procedure: Before reading the book, the teacher will help the students make meaningful connections bg Pointin out the
author and illustrator of the book. The students should notice that is the same author and illustrator as “The Three Little
Pigs” fromthe dag before. As the teacher reads the story aloud to the students, she will guiclc them in acting out keg
actions in the stor ) such at eating Porriclge or sleeping. Not onlg will this aid student comPrclﬁcnsion, it will elP the
students practice forthe Lightsl Cameral Action! activity. After the teacher finishes reaclmgthe book) each student will
create a Fﬁpbook to organize the story into a beginnin middle, and end. Under each Hap of the ﬂil:)book, the students will
write a sentence or two about what hapl:)enecl during that Point inthe story. When students are Finishecl, theg will share
their ﬂipbooks in small groups of 4. The groups o% students must then create a short skit to act out the storg of
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears,” Focusing onthe beginning, middle, and end. Each student must Par’cicil:)ate in the skit.

Assessment: The teacher will assess the students based on the content of their Hipbooks (Formative) and their group skits
(summative) . For masterg, students should correc’clg iclentiﬁj -2 Plot oints for each section of the ﬂipbook. They must
also act out at least one scene fromthe bcginning, mid&le, and end ofrP the storg and use aPProPriate movements tora
varietg of different actions.




PuU3  °PPIA

middle, and end of the story

1
i

/ Day 5 - Ligbts! Cameral Action! : Worksheet \

vi 3

Fold on the solid ine. Cut on the dotted lines. Write or
draw pictures to show what happened in the beginning,




Day 6+ - (Dy Crazy Fairy Gale!

ELAWritin gS’canclarcl:

W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recounta well-elaborated event or short Technology Standard:

sequence of events, include cletai{js to describe actions, thoughts, and Feelings, 312 The student uses telecommunications to PUHL"]" with

use temPoraI words to si gnal event order) and Provide a sense of closure. [ReSES CXPCT"CS, and other audiences.

ELA Objective: Technology Objectivc:

The stugzlcﬁts will write their own Fairy tale narratives with well-elaborated The students will do a voice-over reading of their story and Publish it
sequences of events, include details, and Provide a senseof closure. on the class Hog to create a "|ibrar3" of the students’ airy tales.

Resources: “My Crazy I:airgtalc” gra[:)hic organizers/ workslﬁeets) Ye Olde Fairy Tale Writing Prom Pts website

Procedure [ rojcct may take several clags]: Theteacher will begin bg reviewingthe different Fairg tales the students have
read th rougﬁout the week and the different com Ponents of stories, such as C%aractcrs, seﬁlhg /D/ot, and structure

([)e lhnlhg, mia’d/c, end). The teacher will then explain that the students will all be writing their own Fairg tales! S’ccP 1: The
stuagents will brainstorm their characters, setting, and problem / solution on the gral:)hic organizer(?or students stru ling to
come up with an idea, theg may look for a PromPt on tEe website listed above). StcP 2: The students will draw and describe
their setting. Step 3: The students will use a graphic organizer to write out the bcginning, middle, and end of their story.
StcP 4 The students will write out their stories in one cohesive narrative on the worksheet Providecl. Step 5: Students will
use Adobe Voice to record a voice-over of each of them reading their own story with Hucncy. The teacher will then upload
the stories to the class blog to create a class “librarg” of Fairgta es.

Assessment: The teacher will assess the students based on the completion of their ﬁraphic organizers (Formative) and the
content of their Fair?’cales (summative) . For mastery, students should sugicientlg Hll out every section of their grzz}:) IC
organizers. The fina C[laal:)er should show evidence of every component of a Fairg tale: characters, se’cting, Plo’c, and a clear

beginning, middle and end.




Day 6+ - (Dy Crazy Fairy Gale! : Worksbeets

Chardcters, Problem, & Solufion

Who will be the protagonist? Who will be the antagonist?

Seffihg

Beginning

What is the probiem?

00Y5

Plof (J%-/LJ

Middle

(=
=Tk

What is the solution?

= AR




/ Day 6+ - (Dy Crazy Fairy Gale! : Worksheets
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Parent/
Guardian

Letter

é‘ (Diss Yarrow's
Once Upon a Week...

Gbis Week's Schedule!

MONDAY
Literacy: Jack & the Beanstalk

Science: How Plants Grow

Dear Parents/Guardians,

This week we are s’carting an exciting

new thematic litcracg unit with Fairg
tales! Students will be Focusing on

imProving their rcading and writing bg

learning about toPics such as

TUESDAY

characters, setting, & Plot In addition,
Literacy: Cinderella

they will also be learning content from
Social Studies: Directions to

other sul:zjects such as Social Studics,
the Ball!

Music, Science, Art, & Health! And

next week, your student will be writing,

WEDNESDAY
Litcracy: Cinderella

their very own Fairy tale! We can’t wait

to see what thcg create!

Whbat We're Reading!

“Jack & the Beanstalk” by Steven Ke”ogg

Music: ¢ Mg Cinderella Song”

THURSDAY
Litcracy: The 3 Little Pigs
Art: 3 Pigs Motivational Poster

“Cinderella” bﬂ Barbara McClintock

“Interstellar Cinderella” ]:75 Deborah Underwood

FRIDAY
Litcracg: Goldilocks
Health: Liglﬁts! Camera! Action!

“The 3 Little Pfgs" by James Marshall

“The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs!" bﬂ Jon Scieszka

“Goldilocks & the 3 Bears” by James Marshall

NEXT WEEK
Mg Crazg I:airgtalc Writing Projcctl




Jack and the Beanstalk

Revold and Illustrated by Steven Kelloggy

When a pooryoung bog named Jack Foolishlg
trades his Familg’s on!9 COW ?orjust five beans,
his motheris un&erstandablg upset. But when
those beansturn outto be magic and grow
into a grant beanstalk, their fortunes may be
txst about to chanﬁel But that can onlg
appen if the mischievous Jack manages avoid
the wrath of the ogres livingjust at the toP of
his new beanstalk! This advénturous tale is
sure to capture the students’ attention and
get them excited to Pla nt their own beans and

watch them growl

Y Jack %
e and the

Beanstalk &

Retottd and’
esthatid /}e

EN KELLOGG (S|




Cinderella

Retrold and Illustraced by Barbara (DcClintock

This is the traditional, timeless story of
Cinderella, a kind young woman whois
despised bg her stel:»-mother and sisters for
her beauty. Sheis forced to work as a servant
for them, Eut when the Prince throws a Rogal

Ball, all it takesis a little bit of magjc to clﬁange
her life forever! With rich illustrations that
showcase the beauty of French culturc,
students are sure to%e enchanted once again
bg a storg that never gets old!




Interstellar Cinderella
Written by Deborab Underwood and Illustraced by (Deg hunt

‘-ﬁ\ ’ .NN

This science fiction fractured Fairg tale Puts a
unique twist on a well known story. Interstellar
Cinderella loves to fix rocket ships and wants
nothing more than to goto the Prince’s Rogal
Space Parade. But when her stel:)mother
leaves her stranded withjust a broken ship) a
little heIP from her Fair% odrobot may bejust

what she needs! The vibrant Pictures,
eHortless rhgmes, and the surPrise endingoF
this story are sure to caPture the imagjnations
of every stuclent) and theg’” have fun
comparin%"this new version with the original
{:airg tale t ey know and love!

21




Gbe Gbree Little Pigs

Retrold and Illustrated by James (Darsball

In rete”ingthe story of “The Three Little Pigs,”
JamesMarshall does a great iob of staying
true to the source material while also staying
true to his signature wit and stglel When the
three little Pigs leave home for the first time,
tlﬂeg each go about building their own homes,
one out o{'gstraw, one out o% sticks, and one
out of bricks. But when the big, bad wolf
comes ca”ir{};g, theg’” quicklg ind out which

little Pi 's ettorts Paicl off! The humorous stgle

of this book is sure to entertain oung
reac]ers, and it’s also agreat book for teaclﬁing
students about the morals and messages
readers learn from books!




Gbe Grue Story of the 3 Liccle Pigs!

Written by Jon Scieszka and Illustrated by Lane Smith

THE 3LITLE PIESY

Readers may think the%jknow the storg of the
three little Piés’ but in this fractured fairytale,
the wolf thinks it’s time to tell HIS side of the

storgl Students will laugh out loud reaclingthis
humorous version of a classic fairy tale, and
teacherswill find it extremelg useful for

teachi ng students about Point of view! ltjus’c
goes to show that there’s alwa95 two sidés to
every storgl

3=<1 BY A.WO

. ASTOLDTOJONSC
| ILLUSTRATED BY LANE SMIT




Goldilocks and the Gbree Bears

Retold and Illustrated by James (Darsbhall

In this retelling of “Goldilocks and the Three
Bears,” Goldilocks is a little girl whois alwags
up tono goocll And when a small gamilg of
bears leaves home to goout fora wa”<,
Goldilocks takes no time at all making herself
comfortable in theirhome! This booéworks
great for teaching students about Plo‘c
structure and sequence, and students will
eru'og readingabout Goldilocks’ crazy antics!

ST -

rHE THREE BEARg

Retold and illustrated by

JAMES NARSHALL

2t



Non-Literacure Resources

Fairy Tale WritingWorkshce’cs: This compilation of fairy tale themed graphic organizers and
worgsheets IS spechcica” tailored to meet second grage standards. They are also designecl towork
with a Fractured I:airg Tai?es unit which would allow students to Practice their critical thinking skills
through comparingancl contrasting similar Pieces of literature!

2. Adobe Voice iPad an: This easy-to-use aPE IS Peﬁcect for making students’ work come alive! Tlﬂeg
IC

can uploacl Pic:tures rom theiriPad and qu lg record voice-overs to create a unique videothatis
all their own!

Creative Writing Ideas and Activities
«“CinderellaMusical” YouTube Video: The i PR

»
-

be Inning of this video will Provicle students o
with a great example of how tlﬁeg cantake a esinel Yo Olde Pury Tols Writing Prompes, o -
familiar tune and create theirown Igrics for it! oronsiny .
. Ye Olde Fairy Tale Writin Prompts: For venie-d [T
students who need a little help getting sta rted el L}
with writingtheir own Fairg tale, this website et
rovides students with 1Cun, unique Proml:)ts to ' M.-::-.I : '. A

get their creativitg Howin gl




References

Adobe Systems, Inc. (2016). Adobe Voice (Version 2.0.3) [Mobile Application Software]. Retrieved from
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/adobe-voice-show-your-story/id852555131?mt=8

Fairy Tale Writing Prompts. (2013). Retrieved from http://www.creative-writing-ideas-and-activities.com/fairy-tale-writing-
prompts.html

Kellogg, S. (1991).Jack and the Beanstalk. New York: Morrow Junior Books.

Marshall, J. (1988). Goldilocks and the Three Bears. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers.
Marshall, J. (2000). The Three Little Pigs. New York City, NY: Grosset & Dunlap.

McClintock, B., & Perrault, C. (2005). Cinderella. New York: Scholastic Press.

PINKFONG. (2014, November 18). Cinderella | Fairy Tales | Musical | PINKFONG Story Time for Children [Video file]. Retrieved
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZgC81NTRIJc

Rector, J.(n.d.). Fairy Tale Unit to Teach the Common Core Standards. Retrieved from
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fairy-Tale-Unit-to-Teach-the-Common-Core-
Standards-25-Activities-224301

Scieszka, J. (1996). The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs. New York: Viking

Underwood, D. (2015). Interstellar Cinderella. San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books.

26



